
SPANISH 226 Spanish Intermediate Grammar and 

Composition 
  

Instructor:       Section #: 

Office hours:       Office #:  

Email address:        

 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE: 

  

1. Spanish 226 is an intermediate language practice course that focuses on writing and work 

in pertinent areas of grammar and stylistics. 

 

LEARNING GOALS: 

 

1. Review of Spanish grammar from previous courses. 

2. Deepen understanding of Spanish grammar through practice. 

3. Identify grammatical structures and understand their application to writing. 

4. Apply different grammatical structures to a variety of writing styles. 

5. Amplify vocabulary and select the appropriate words according to context. 

6. Improve writing skills through editing and rewriting. 

7. Develop methods to edit your own work. 

8. Improve communication skills. 

9. Become familiar with grammatical nuances. 

10. Recognize differences between English and Spanish. 

11. Develop strategies to apply to the writing process in Spanish as well as in your own 

native language. 

12. Be prepared for more advanced Spanish courses. 

 

MATERIALS REQUIRED: 

1. Stanley Whitley, M. and Luis González. Gramática para la composición. 3rd edición. DO 

NOT PURCHASE THE COMPANION WEBSITE ACCESS. Students can RENT the 

textbook at: https://www.vitalsource.com/products/gramatica-para-la-composicion-m-

stanley-whitley-

luisv9781647120832?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzJOtBhALEiwAtwj8tn8H430iLv

TV0fFO3o6x9kq6kOcXMwW5XT1t6caP-aN85iP_X94uaxoC14QQAvD_BwE 

1. Very good Spanish-English Dictionary. 

2. Use www.wordreference.com to look for synonyms or definitions. 

3. www.linguee.es 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vitalsource.com/products/gramatica-para-la-composicion-m-stanley-whitley-luisv9781647120832?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzJOtBhALEiwAtwj8tn8H430iLvTV0fFO3o6x9kq6kOcXMwW5XT1t6caP-aN85iP_X94uaxoC14QQAvD_BwE
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/gramatica-para-la-composicion-m-stanley-whitley-luisv9781647120832?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzJOtBhALEiwAtwj8tn8H430iLvTV0fFO3o6x9kq6kOcXMwW5XT1t6caP-aN85iP_X94uaxoC14QQAvD_BwE
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/gramatica-para-la-composicion-m-stanley-whitley-luisv9781647120832?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzJOtBhALEiwAtwj8tn8H430iLvTV0fFO3o6x9kq6kOcXMwW5XT1t6caP-aN85iP_X94uaxoC14QQAvD_BwE
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/gramatica-para-la-composicion-m-stanley-whitley-luisv9781647120832?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAzJOtBhALEiwAtwj8tn8H430iLvTV0fFO3o6x9kq6kOcXMwW5XT1t6caP-aN85iP_X94uaxoC14QQAvD_BwE
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GRADING CRITERIA: 

 

1. Participation              10% 

2. Attendance     5% 

3. Essays     25% 

4. Homework                 20% 

5. Trabajos Escritos   40%        

 

 

GRADING SCALE: 

 

A                         100-92 

AB.                       91-89 

B                           88-83 

BC                        82-80 

C                          79-71 

D                          70-65 

F                           < 65 

      

I. Attendance:  

 

Attendance is required for this class. Students are expected to come to class on time. Throughout 

the semester, you will be authorized 3 absences (MWF classes) and 2 absences (TR classes). 

Any absences over this number will lower your participation/attendance grade. The first three / 

or two absences will not affect your grade (other than what you miss in class that day), but any 

number beyond that will greatly affect it. Please use your absences wisely. Use them in case of 

emergency (illnesses/university activities etc.) The exceptions to this policy are official 

university activities (e.g. athletics, debate, music, theatre arts, or other university-

sanctioned activities); confinement under doctor’s orders; call to active military duty 

during emergencies; a leave of absence for reasonable cause, granted by an academic dean 

or the dean of students. Officially approved absences must be documented before or 

immediately after the missed class.  

 

In case of authorized and/or approved absences, students have two class periods from the day 

they returned to class to submit to their instructor the original document excusing the absence. If 

they fail to present the appropriate documentation to justify an absence within two class periods 

from the day they returned to class, their absence will not be justified. 

 

If they miss more than two weeks of participation in the class, it becomes impossible to achieve 

the student outcomes defined for this course. It is the student’s responsibility to officially 

withdraw from the course; otherwise, they risk receiving an F at the end of the course. They 

should discuss exceptional circumstances with their instructor. 

  

Every three (3) tardies will be counted as one (1) absence. To receive full credits for daily 

attendance, students must stay in class for the entire duration of the class period. 

 



II. Participation: 

  

● Students are expected to actively participate in class. Active participation includes: 

● Raising their hand and contributing to class discussions. 

● Seeking out opportunities to ask and answer questions. 

● Raising their hand and attempting to provide an answer. 

● Offering opinions, suggestions, and examples during in-class activities 

● Note: if the student has more than the 3 (MWF sections) / 2 (TR sections) authorized 

absences, their participation grade will drop by 0.5 points for each additional absence. 

For example, if you have had 4 / 3 absences, your grade will automatically drop by 0.5 

points. If you have 5/4 absences, your participation grade will drop by 1 point. 

 

III. Homework:  

  

● To be successful, students must come to class prepared with their work completed so they 

can actively participate and work productively with their peers. 

● ALL assignments MUST be uploaded to Canvas by the deadline indicated. 

● For assignments to be considered COMPLETE, students need to correct their mistakes 

using a different color. It is recommended students handwrite their assignments, correct 

mistakes using a different color, take a picture/video, and upload it to Canvas. Answer 

Keys are available in Canvas. 

● Students should complete the Homework BEFORE class, so they are prepared. The 

instructor will collect the homework later. Check Canvas for Deadlines.  

● For the Homework to prepare for each class, refer to the hard copy of the Calendar 

available in Canvas.  

 

 IV. Essays: 

 

• A total of 5 Essays will be assigned throughout the semester. 

• Essays 1 and 2 will serve as a diagnostic tool to determine what your level of Spanish is 

and the areas you will need to work on. These essays need to reflect your actual 

knowledge of Spanish. For this reason, it is in your best interest to avoid chatgpt, 

Google Translate, and seeking someone's help. You will not be penalized for 

mistakes (for example: using a verb tense in the wrong context). HOWEVER, points 

will be taken off for mistakes that could have been avoided had the student spent 

more time revising their work (for example spelling, conjugation, gender, and 

agreement) 

• Essays 3-5 will become part of your Trabajo Escrito. For example, students may be asked 

to write the introduction or one of the body paragraphs of the TE. The purpose of Essays 

3-5 is for students to start working on their TE and get feedback. The feedback (does not 

include grammar or vocabulary) will let them know if they are going in the right 

direction.  

• Essays 3-5 will be written in class. If students do not finish the essay in class, they may 

be asked to do so at home.  



• Students MUST get in the habit of editing and revising their work. For this reason, 

Essays MUST be written carefully with attention paid to grammar, spelling, vocabulary, 

agreement, gender of words, logical sequence, use of appropriate language, application of 

new grammatical structures, use of transitions between ideas, etc. Points will be taken 

off for mistakes that could have been avoided had the student spent more time 

revising their work (for example spelling, conjugation, gender, and agreement) 

• It is important to spend time and effort in writing the essays as it will make the process of 

writing and editing easier and more efficient. 

V. Trabajos Escritos: 

• A total of 3 “Trabajos escritos” will be assigned throughout the semester (Descripción, 

Reseña, and Narración) 

• Trabajos Escritos MUST be written carefully with attention paid to grammar, vocabulary, 

agreement, gender of words, logical sequence, use of appropriate language, application of 

new grammatical structures, use of transitions between paragraphs and ideas, etc. 

• Students will have the opportunity to revise “Trabajos escritos” # 1 and # 2 once. There 

will be no revision for “Trabajo escrito” # 3. 

• Check Canvas for due dates. 

• Number of words for each Trabajo Escrito: 

Trabajo 

Escrito # 1 
225-275 words 

Trabajo 

Escrito # 2 
325-375 words 

Trabajo 

Escrito # 3 
475-525 words 

• TEs must be typed, double-spaced, and in times new roman font. 

• NO late “Trabajo escrito” will be accepted. Make sure you check CANVAS for due 

dates. 

• Peer reviews will be conducted for “Trabajo escritos” online using Google Docs and/or in 

class. 

• STUDENTS MAY NOT GET OUTSIDE HELP UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES 

• The first version of TE#1 and TE#2 will count as 60% of the total grade for TE#1 and 

TE#2 respectively, and the last version, 40%. 

• NOTE that multiple rubrics will be used.  

o One rubric for "borradores 1 y 2" (these will be marked as complete/incomplete) 

Students will lose points in the final version of all TEs if they fail to turn in 

“Borradores”, turn them in late or if the Borrador is incomplete. 

o Rubric for Versión 1 of TE#1 and TE# 2 (Version 1 will account for 60% of the 

total grade for TE#1 and TE#2) 

o Rubric for Versión final of TE#1 and TE#2 (Versión final will account for 40% of 

the total grade for TE#1 and TE#2) 



o Rubric for Versión final of TE#3 

 

• How will grades for TE1 and TE2 be calculated in Canvas? 

 

o In Canvas, Borradores will be graded as complete/incomplete.  

o Versión 1 of TE1 and TE2 will be graded out of 24 points. The final version 

of each TE1 and TE2 will be graded out of 16 points.  

o In the Canvas Gradebook, Borradores and Versión 1 of TE1 and TE2 do not 

count towards the final grade (this is because it will confuse Canvas). 

However, students will receive a score for Versión 1. 

o The score for Versión 1 of both TE1 and TE2 will be used to calculate the 

grade for the Final Version of each TE.  For example, a student received a 

score of 20 points in the Versión 1 of a TE and a score of 14 points in the 

Versión Final. Since the Versión 1 counts as 60% of the grade and the 

Versión Final as 40%, the instructor will need to calculate the final grade for 

the TE1 as a whole. So, 20 points = 50 points for Versión 1, and 14 points = 

35 points for Versión Final. 50+35= 85 points will be the overall grade for 

TE1. One point will be deducted from the final grade for TE1 and TE2 if 

Borradores are not turned in on time or incomplete.  

 

• How will TE3 be graded? 

 

o Students will turn in Borradores as indicated in Canvas under Assignments.  

o There will not be any revision. For this reason, students will turn in only 

ONE VERSION OF TE3 

o One point or more will be deducted from the final grade for TE3 if 

Borradores are not turned in on time or are incomplete. 

 

• STUDENTS MAY NOT GET OUTSIDE HELP UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES 

 

VI. Canvas: 

● Announcements will be posted on Canvas – topics for compositions, answers to 

exercises, changes in dates for compositions, and assignments. 

● Students are responsible for checking any changes. 

● Late assignments or compositions due to failure to check is the student’s responsibility 

and will NOT be accepted. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

● Students are encouraged to use the discussion section of Canvas to ask questions and/or 

express any concerns. 

VII. Any issues with the Course? 

• If STUDENTS have any concerns about the course such as materials, grade, class 

activities, assignments, etc.: 

o The first step is for students to talk to the instructor. Most issues can be resolved by 

communicating with them. 



o If the first option is not feasible, they should talk to the Spanish 226 course 

coordinator Dr. Eve Pujol 

▪ egpujol@wisc.edu  

▪ Office hours: MWF 11:00-12:00 

▪ Office: 932 Van Hise 

o They can talk to their Academic Advisor  

o As a last resort, they can reach out to the Dean of Students. 

• Talking to the instructor first is the best course of action! Students typically reach 

out to their Academic Advisor when no resolution was reached after talking to the 

instructor and course coordinator. 

VIII. Accommodations for students: 

• All students are welcome. If students need extra support and/or accommodations, the 

instructor will be happy to work with them and set up a plan and goals to meet the 

course's requirements. 

• Students who have approved accommodations with the McBurney Disability Resource 

Center are encouraged to reach out to their instructor within the first 2 weeks of the 

semester. 

• Communication with the instructor is very important to ensure every single student 

receives the help and support they need. A meeting can be set up in person or via zoom. 

Students are encouraged to reach out at any time with any concerns. 

• McBurney students can also reach out to their Access Consultant. 

• Students who are in the process of getting accommodations through the McBurney 

Disability Resource Center should let their instructor know, so a plan can be set up as 

soon as possible. It is not necessary to have the accommodations approved to start. 

• Any student who feels they need accommodations should contact the McBurney 

Disability Resource Center: 

• McBurney Disability Resource Center  

University of Wisconsin - Madison  

702 West Johnson Street, Ste 2104  

Madison, WI 53715  

608-263-2741 (main office)  

608-225-7956 (text) 

• Accommodations are not limited to students from the McBurney Disability Resource 

Center. Anyone can request reasonable accommodations. However, some documentation 

is required (from a mental health professional, counselor, medical doctor, academic 

advisor, mentor, coach, or religious authority) 

•  For mental health concerns, check Mental Health Resource, University Health Services, 

Let&#39;s Talk. 

 

 

mailto:egpujol@wisc.edu
https://mcburney.wisc.edu/
https://mcburney.wisc.edu/
https://mcburney.wisc.edu/resources/mental-health-resources/
https://www.uhs.wisc.edu/mental-health/
https://www.uhs.wisc.edu/wellness/lets-talk/


 

IX. Do I belong in Spanish 226? 

• Some students have been placed into Spanish 226 and are wondering if they really belong 

there because: 

A. the grammar seems too basic.  

B. the grammar seems too advanced.  

C. they are native speakers.  

• The best is to wait the first two weeks of classes to determine if you still feel the same 

way. After a few classes, students get a better idea of what the class is about and how it is 

going to be the rest of the semester. 

• Talk to your instructor as soon as possible. They will be able to guide you. A diagnostic 

may be taken to better assess your level. 

• If you feel Spanish 226 is too basic, remember this is a composition class. Most students 

have not had a lot of experience writing in Spanish. Spanish 226 is good starting point. 

• After all these considerations, if you feel you still would like to switch to a different 

Spanish course, you should do so withing the first two weeks of classes. You will 

need to contact Karen Francis (karen.francis@wisc.edu), the Undergraduate Advisor for 

the Spanish and Portuguese Department. Switching after the first two weeks will make 

it difficult for you to catch up.  

• Here are the grammar topics covered in Spanish 204 (the course before Spanish 226), 

Spanish 226 and Spanish 311 (the course after Spanish 226): 

Spanish 204:  Spanish 226 Spanish 311 

Textbook: Exploraciones: 

curso intermedio (2nd ed.), 

chapters 5-10. Grammar topics 

covered: 

• Present perfect 

• Present perfect 

subjunctive 

• Subjunctive with 

adverbial clauses 

• Past perfect 

• Past perfect subjunctive 

• Reported speech. 

• Future tense 

• Conditional tense 

• Future perfect and 

conditional perfect 

• Comparisons 

Textbook: Gramática para 

composición (3rd ed) Chapters 

covered 1-3 

• Present indicative 

• Linking verbs 

• Conjunctions 

• Expressing negation 

and location 

• Subjects 

• Direct object pronouns 

• Reflexive verbs 

• Indirect object 

pronouns 

• Present subjunctive 

• Imperative mode 

• Preterit 

• Imperfect 

Textbook: Gramática para la 

composición (3rd ed.) 

Chapters covered 4-6 

• Past participle 

• Perfect tenses 

• Future 

• Conditional 

• Adverbial clauses 

• Conditional clauses 

• Gerund 

• Progressive tenses 

• Sequence of tenses 

• Noun phrase 

• Relative clauses 

• Numbers 

• Reification 

• Neutral article ‘lo’ 

mailto:karen.francis@wisc.edu


• ‘Si’ clauses (possible) 

• ‘Si’ clauses 

(hypothetical) 

• Uses of ‘se’ (passive, 

impersonal and 

accidental) 

• Passive voice 

• Resultant state vs. 

passive voice 

• Relative pronouns 

• ‘Cuyo’ and ‘lo que…’ 

• Stressed forms of 

possessive pronouns 

  

  

• Preterit vs Imperfect 

• Past subjunctive 

• Adverbial clauses 

  

  

  

  

  

• Prepositions 

• Impersonal phrases 

• Connectors 

• Infinitive 

  

  

• Note: Spanish 311 starts with all past tenses including subjunctive. It is an advanced 

grammar and composition course. If you do not master past tenses and the use of 

pronouns, it is better for you to stay in Spanish 226.  

X. Outside help: 

● NO outside help is permitted. Students need to do and edit their work to get the full 

benefits of the course. However, students may ask for the help of the instructor or a 

classmate from the class. 

● Outside help could be suspected if there are clear discrepancies between assignments in 

terms of quality, attention to grammar, and common mistakes, subsequently resulting in 

the overall lowering of the student’s grade. 

XI. How to succeed in Spanish 226: 

● Take the time to complete "Ejercicios". 

● Make sure to check Canvas for Ejercicios, Ensayos, and Trabajos Escritos to be 

completed every week. 

● Do a few tasks every day or every other day. 

● Read the grammar explanations, summaries, and instructions carefully. 

● Pace yourself to write Essays and Trabajos Escritos. Give yourself a few days. 

● Avoid trying to complete the activities in just one day. 

● Manage your time carefully. 

● Ask questions. 

 

IX. Students’ rules, RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

 

 

https://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/#rulesrightsandresponsibilitiestext
https://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/#rulesrightsandresponsibilitiestext


X. Course evaluations: 

  

● Students will be provided with an opportunity to evaluate this course and your learning 

experience. Student participation is an integral component of this course, and your 

feedback is important to me. I strongly encourage you to participate in the course 

evaluation. 

● Digital Course Evaluation (AEFIS)   

● UW-Madison now uses an online course evaluation survey tool, AEFIS. In most 

instances, you will receive an official email two weeks prior to the end of the semester 

when your course evaluation is available. You will receive a link to log into the course 

evaluation with your NetID where you can complete the evaluation and submit it, 

anonymously. Your participation is an integral component of this course, and your 

feedback is important to me. I strongly encourage you to participate in the course 

evaluation. 

 

XI. Academic calendar and religious observances      

● See: https://secfac.wisc.edu/academic-calendar/#religious-observances 

XII. Academic integrity 

● By virtue of enrollment, each student agrees to uphold the high academic standards of the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison; academic misconduct is behavior that negatively 

impacts the integrity of the institution. Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, unauthorized 

collaboration, and helping others commit these previously listed acts are examples of 

misconduct which may result in disciplinary action. Examples of disciplinary action 

include, but is not limited to, failure on the assignment/course, written reprimand, 

disciplinary probation, suspension, or expulsion. 

 

https://kb.wisc.edu/luwmad/page.php?id=81069
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